

FAIRFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT

STANDARD 95-44


ACCESS GATES
AUTHORITY:  Chapter 8, Section 8.1 City Ordinance, California Fire Code (C.F.C.), and Section 101.4.

Permit Required:  To design and install any secured access gate system. 

FEE:  __________

PLAN SUBMITTALS:

Plans shall be submitted to the Prevention Bureau and shall include the following details: 

1. A site plan, drawn to scale, indicating 

a. Property lines

b. Building footprints

c. Proposed fence, pedestrian gates, vehicular gates

d. Proposed location of Knox key switch / Knox box

e. Physical address

f. California contractors license number, company name, address, and telephone number 

2. Product specifications shall be provided which include: 

a. Method of operation

b. Telephone operation sequence (if applicable)

DEFINITIONS:

APPROVED refers to approval by the fire chief as the result of investigation and tests conducted by the fire chief or by reason of accepted principles or tests by national authorities, or technical or scientific organizations.


AUTHORITY HAVING JURISDICTION is any state, county, city, town, district, or any other political subdivision adopting this code for use in its jurisdictional area.


PEDESTRIAN GATE is a gate used exclusively as pedestrian entry and egress.


SHALL indicates a mandatory requirement.


SHOULD indicates a recommendation that is advised but not required.


STANDARD means the rules and regulations contained in the Fairfield Fire Prevention Standards and are designed to provide specific guidelines to the California Fire Code.


VEHICULAR GATE is a gate intended for vehicle passage.


RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES includes single and multi-family dwellings, such as apartment and condominiums.


GATED COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT is a community that may consist of single or multi-family dwellings, or other accessory uses, that are enclosed within a geographical area by restrictive gates.

Sec. 902.2.4
Obstruction and Control of Fire Apparatus Access.

Sec.902.2.4.1  General. The required width of a fire apparatus access road shall not be obstructed in any manner, including parking of vehicles.  Minimum required widths and clearances established under Section 902.2.2.1 shall be maintained at all times.



Entrances to roads, trails or other access ways that have been closed with gates and barriers in accordance with Section 902.2.4.2 shall not be obstructed by parked vehicles.



The following standard shall be used when installing gates that will obstruct the access of emergency vehicles or personnel into commercial or residential areas.

Sec.902.2.4.2 Closure of access ways.  The chief is authorized to require the installation and maintenance of gates or other approved barricades across roads, trails or other access ways, not including public streets, alleys or highways.



When required, gates and barricades shall be secured in an approved manner.  Roads, trails and other access ways that have been closed and obstructed in the manner prescribed by Section 902.2.4.2 shall not be trespassed upon or used unless authorized by the owner and the chief.  The minimum width for any gate shall be 12' 0" and may be required to be of a greater width.



Exception:
Public officers acting within their scope of duty.



Locks, gates, doors, barricades, chains, enclosures, signs, tags or seals which have been installed by the fire department or by its order or under its control shall not be removed, unlocked, destroyed, tampered with or otherwise molested in any manner.



Exception:
When authorized by the chief or performed by public officers acting within their scope of duty.



Prior to the installation of any gate or other device that will obstruct the access of emergency vehicles or emergency personnel, to commercial, residential areas, or open space\wildland areas, plans and specifications shall be submitted to the Fairfield Fire Department, Fairfield Planning Department, and the Fairfield Police Department for permit issuance and plan approval.



If gates are not guarded on a 24-hour basis, the following guidelines shall be followed:



Commercial Properties

1. All gates required to be opened electrically shall be key operated and shall be operated by a Knox key switch.

2. A lock box shall be installed to allow emergency personnel access through pedestrian gates.  Emergency personnel must be able to access manual backup controls.

3. All gate(s) must be provided with an approved means to open it during power failures.  

4. If gate is manual and secured with a chain and lock, specifications will be decided during plan review.

5. If there are two or more gates in any single development, all gates must be operated in the same fashion.  



Gated Community Developments/Residential Properties

1. The Fairfield Fire Department Fire Prevention Bureau shall determine if gates are to be manual or electrical in operation.  All electrical vehicular gates shall be provided with access control using a Radio Transceiver for public safety and authorized users.  This transceiver will allow emergency vehicles to open the gate from a mobile or portable radio.  The Fairfield Fire Department currently uses the “Click2Enter” company to provide this device.

2. Gate activation shall not be altered or placed out of service without prior notification to the Fire Department Prevention Bureau and Police Dispatch.  Where prior approved phone activation gates become worn or inoperative, the approved radio transceiver shall replace them.

3. If there are two or more gates in any single development, all gates must be operated in the same fashion.

4. All electrical vehicular gates must be provided with a fail-open device to open it during power failures.  These devices usually restore the gate(s) to the closed position after the power is restored.   Any residential properties consisting of 15 or less dwelling units are not subject to this requirement.

5. A Knox dual key activating switch or padlock shall be installed to allow emergency personnel access through vehicular gates.

6. An approved Knox dual key lock box shall be installed to allow emergency personnel access through all pedestrian gates.

7. The maintenance and upkeep of all gates, including the power and phone utility to operate the gates, is the responsibility of the property owner, homeowners' association, or occupants of a gated community.  All gates must be serviced on a bi-annual basis.

*
It is a violation of the California Fire Code and a citable offense if any tampering with fire-protection equipment and site barriers occurs.


NOTE:
The above is a summary and may not include all the requirements for your occupancy.
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